
A total of 225 delegates 
representing 81 Battalions 
and Districts attended the 

conferences held over six venues 
in the spring. The first conference 
was held at Carronvale on 16th 
February and the final one at 
Ganaway on 26th April.

All Battalions had been invited 
to send three delegates to the 
conferences whose aims were 
to inform and consult on recent 
initiatives, to share more widely  
the Brigade Development Plan  
and to enthuse areas for growth 
and development. The theme for 
the conference was based on  
Acts Chapter 2 v 17 “your old men 
will dream dreams, your young 
men will see visions”. In looking at 
how we turn our visions into reality, 
the Brigade Secretary quoted:

• The first session concentrated 
on setting the scene looking at 
what had happened to BB over  
the last ten years. Delegates, 
having discussed factors that  
have caused decline and whether 
these were internal or external to 
the Brigade, highlighted priorities 
that the Brigade should now 
address. The Brigade Development 
Plan was shared and it was 
pleasing that all of these priorities 
were there somewhere. Although 

the plan is very detailed it really 
is about two things – supporting 
existing work and looking for 
opportunities to start new  
work. In addressing these two  
needs, the Company Support 
Scheme and Engage a Generation  
were detailed and Battalions 
challenged to take them up.

• The proposed constitutional 
changes were shared and there 
was opportunity for detailed 
questioning. After this there 
was an overview of programme 
development and Challenge Plus.

• The Open Forum allowed  
for discussion of topics that  
were of concern to Battalions  
and members of Regional 
Committees, Brigade Executive 
and Staff were on hand to  
answer specific points.

• Delegates were then asked  
to draft an action plan and 
highlight three priorities to 
consider as a result of the day. 
This was the most important 
activity as there have been 
conferences before, which were 
thought beneficial, but little has 
happened. Delegates were asked 
to stress the support they needed 
from the Brigade to realise their 
vision and the Staff and Executive 
will be looking closely at these.

• So will the vision become a reality? 
It’s the responsibility of us all and we 
all have a part to play. The future is 
not something that happens to us, it 
is something we shape and create – 
what part will you play?

“Vision without action is merely a dream. Action 
without vision just passes the time. Vision with 
action can change the world.” (Joel A Barker)

NATIONAL COMPETITIONS

Results from the 2008 Finals

Senior Football
1st 2nd GOUROCK
2nd 70th London
3rd 4/5th Kilmarnock
4th 2nd Castlederg
5th 6/8th Dundee
6th 17th North West Durham

Chess
1st 1st NEWTONHILL
2nd 1st Knocknamuckley
3rd 32nd Nottingham
4th 3rd Kilsyth

Masterteam
1st 1st BALLYCLARE
2nd 7th East Kilbride
3rd 2nd Forfar
4th 9th South East Essex
5th 16th Newtownabbey
6th 35th Liverpool

Junior Football
1st 1st MOUNTJOY
2nd 2nd Castlederg
3rd 42nd Dundee
4th 48th London
5th 2nd Port Glasgow
6th 2nd Sutton on Ashfield 

Badminton
1st 7th WISHAW
2nd 5th Coleraine
3rd 4th Newtownabbey
4th 1st Polmont
Joint 5th 9th South East Essex &  
                               32nd Nottingham

Table Tennis
1st 44th Glasgow
2nd 1st Grangemouth
3rd 1st Burton-in-Kendal
4th 48th London
5th 11th Northampton
6th 1st Knocknamuckley

Why Not Give Your Boys a  

New Challenge
National Competitions will give your  
Company & Senior Section 
members a new challenge for next 
session. Meet new companies 
from outside your own Battalion 
and you might even reach a 
National Final somewhere in 
the UK. National Competitions 
provide competitions to suit every 
boy and company size. Entry 
forms for the new session are 
available from summer Company 
mailing, and more information by 
visiting www.boys-brigade.org.uk/
nationalcompetitions.htm

Above: Masterteam 2008 Group

National Football Final

into Reality 

Were you represented?

The Competitions

We can look back on another session of National Competitions that have taken 
place in various locations throughout the United Kingdom & Republic of Ireland.

Competition and fellowship were enjoyed by both boys &  
officers throughout the session. This session saw some boys  
and companies taking part in National Finals for the first time  
in Carrickfergus and Larne (Northern Ireland), Strathkelvin and  
Edinburgh (Scotland), and Newbury & Blackpool (England).
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